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Research cooperation at Lake Kivu
February 13, 2013 | Andri Bryner
Topics: Ecosystems | Water & Development

The main findings of the most recent research partnership project “Lake Kivu: Learning from
the past for managing its future”, were presented in two workshops in Kigali and Bukavu.
Researchers from the Kigali Institute of Science and Technology (Rwanda), the Institut
Supérieur Pédagogique of Bukavu (DR Congo) and Eawag had jointly investigated this
fascinating lake during the past three years. They identified numerous volcanic features on the
lake floor, determined the locations and properties of subaquatic springs feeding the lake,
investigated the effects of fish introduction in sediment cores, and developed a water balance
model to explain the lake level variations.

Lake Kivu is a unique lake located in the East African Rift. It is the only lake in the world that contains
such large amounts of dissolved methane that it could be used for commercial electricity production.
The dissolved gases in the lake are also an unusual natural hazard, as a strong event, such as a
volcanic eruption within the lake, might potentially lead to a catastrophic gas release. The lake is also
very interesting from the scientific point of view, as its special properties make it a perfect natural
laboratory to investigate physical, chemical or microbiological processes. In the last decade, since the
eruption of the Nyiragongo volcano in 2002, lake has been the subject of several research and
consulting activities, where almost all research groups of the department of Surface Waters at Eawag
have been involved.

The workshops – following the idea of the International Year of Water Cooperation – were
attended by a very interested audience from ministries, environmental agencies, research
institutes, fishery cooperatives and methane extraction companies. The presentations were
followed by lively discussions relating the research to the upcoming methane extraction,
fisheries, and the build-up of local research capacities. The workshops also aimed at
motivating local researchers to join their forces for developing research proposals and
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submitting them to potential funding agencies.

      

     
  

Related Links
Projects at Lake Kivu

Hazardous Build-up of Gases in the Depths of Lake Kivu: Eawag News 62-2006

Contact
Andri Bryner

Media officer

Tel. +41 58 765 5104

andri.bryner@eawag.ch

https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3180&md5=3b07503ae3cfd2bf708d8778c84e24ea364dc5be&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3180&md5=3b07503ae3cfd2bf708d8778c84e24ea364dc5be&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3182&md5=b645ae5d96b47ef749f90f564bae9e5916b78a9f&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3182&md5=b645ae5d96b47ef749f90f564bae9e5916b78a9f&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3182&md5=b645ae5d96b47ef749f90f564bae9e5916b78a9f&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3181&md5=6d9e06f8c4581edac36692af185b9daf83a4d633&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3181&md5=6d9e06f8c4581edac36692af185b9daf83a4d633&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3181&md5=6d9e06f8c4581edac36692af185b9daf83a4d633&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3184&md5=a9557bea329db04d64cc2d29a901ee0e8c6f7fce&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3184&md5=a9557bea329db04d64cc2d29a901ee0e8c6f7fce&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
https://www.eawag.ch/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=3184&md5=a9557bea329db04d64cc2d29a901ee0e8c6f7fce&parameters%5B0%5D=eyJ3aWR0aCI6IjgwMG0iLCJoZWlnaHQiOiI2MDBtIiwiYm9keVRhZyI6Ijxib2R5&parameters%5B1%5D=IHN0eWxlPVwibWFyZ2luOjA7IGJhY2tncm91bmQ6I2ZmZjtcIj4iLCJ3cmFwIjoi&parameters%5B2%5D=PGEgaHJlZj1cImphdmFzY3JpcHQ6Y2xvc2UoKTtcIj4gfCA8XC9hPiJ9
/en/department/surf
mailto:andri.bryner@eawag.ch


Page 3 / 3

T +41 58 765 55 11 
F +41 58 765 50 28 

info@eawag.ch
www.eawag.ch

Überlandstrasse 133
CH-8600 Dübendorf

https://www.eawag.ch/en/info/portal/news/news-archive/archive-detail/research-cooperation-at-lake-
kivu

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://www.eawag.ch/en/info/portal/news/news-archive/archive-detail/research-cooperation-at-lake-kivu
https://www.eawag.ch/en/info/portal/news/news-archive/archive-detail/research-cooperation-at-lake-kivu
http://www.tcpdf.org

