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New MOOC: “Introduction to Public Health
Engineering in Humanitarian Contexts”
December 13, 2017 | Deborah Kunz
Topics: Drinking Water | Wastewater | Water & Development

The EPFL has launched a new Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) in collaboration with
Eawag’s Sandec department and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). The
course is designed to shed light on the important role played by Public Health Engineers at
times of humanitarian crisis, and how health risks can be mitigated.

When basic services such as water supply and wastewater removal and treatment are cut off during a
humanitarian crisis, the risks to public health are significant. Health specialists and engineers in the
fields of water, urban hygiene, energy, environment and other related areas therefore play a key role in
tackling any humanitarian crisis. In this new, free online course you can learn how infectious diseases
are transmitted and what measures can be taken to reduce health risks in the complex context of a
humanitarian crisis. 

This new MOOC is followed entirely online, and the time commitment required is between four and six
hours a week. All students need to take the course is an internet connection. The course is delivered in
English with French and Spanish subtitles. No prior knowledge of the subject is needed. Those wishing
to take the option of receiving a certificate at the end pay a fee of 49 US dollars. 

The course “Introduction to Public Health Engineering in Humanitarian Contexts” is an addition to the
“Sanitation, Water and Solid Waste for Development” series developed by the Sandec department.
The series was launched in 2014 and has proved extremely popular, with around 55,000 active
participants. Over 50 percent of the course participants come from Asia, Africa and Latin America.
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Related Links
Further information on the course, and registration

See the trailer

Information about the online courses

Contact
Fabian Suter

Manager WASH Learning Lab

Tel. +41 58 765 5019

fabian.suter@eawag.ch

https://www.eawag.ch/en/info/portal/news/news-archive/archive-detail/new-mooc-introduction-to-public-
health-engineering-in-humanitarian-contexts
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